CHRIST JESUS LAY IN DEATH'S STRONG BANDS
(Christ lag in Todesbanden)

This is an old hymn! Based on a Latin worship song (Victimae
Paschali taudes), it was first sung at Erfurt in 1524, more than 450
years ago. Martin Luther (1483-1546) wrote the GCerman text himself.
The English words come to us from Richard Massie (1800-1887), the first
of twenty-two children born to the wife of the rector (minister) of St.
Bride's Church in London.

This is a tough hymn--theologically! In a nutshell, it is the story
of Jesus' struggle with the enemy powers of darkness and his defeat of
the greatest enemy of all, DEATH. Because death is conquered in
Christ's Resurrection, the Easter Eucharist, Lord's Supper, or Mass is
an occasion of joy, as are any of our ordinary or festival worship
services.,

This is also a tough hymn--musically! Although the melody may
sound a wee bit odd to us, it has such a serious joyfulness that it is
worth the extra effort it takes to learn it. The hymn tune is based on
a plainsong melody, which means it should be sung in unison. Notice
that Lines | and 2 are the same. The real challenge to our ears and
voices comes in Lines 3 and 4 where there are some tricky descending
"intervals" or skips:
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Where-fore let us joy- ful be, Loud songsof Al-1le - lu - ial! Al -le - lu - ial
Stripped of power, no more he reigns, His sting is lost for - ev - ‘er! Al - le - lu - ia!
By his grace he doth im - part The night of sin is end - ed! Al -1le - lu-ial
Christ a - lone our souls will feed; Faith lives up - on no oth - er! Al -le - lu-ia!
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The most fun comes in the final "Alleluia." (Hooray, we made it!) It
includes the only 8th notes in the whole tune.

You may have noticed that the hymn printed here has nothing to do
with Johann Sebastian Bach. Don't worry, he made good use of this
chorale too. He based all seven parts of his Cantata No. 4 for Easter
on this tune, and also used it in Cantata No. 158 and two organ pieces.
Here is a line from his harmonization:
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Wir es - sen und wir le - ben wohl im |[rech-ten O - ster -
7 der al - te Sau - er -|teig nichtsoll sein |[bei dem Wort der
7 With lov - ing hearts re - | ceive now The |feast that God Aath
‘{ Be |fore His Word see {hence g0 The old and e - uil
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