
C H R I S T  J E S U S  L A Y  I N  D E A T H I S  S T R O N C  B A N D S
(  Chr i s t  l ag  i n  Todesbanden  )

Th is  i s  an  o ld  hymn !  Based  on  a  La t i n  worsh ip  song  (V i c t imae
Pascha l i  l audes ) 'T : t  was  f i r s t  sung  a t  E r fu r t  i n  1524 ,  more  than  l i f
yea rs  ago .  Mar t i n  Lu the r  (1483-1546)  wro te  the  Cerman  tex t  h imse l f .
T h e  E n g l i s h  w o r d s  c o m e  t o  u s  f r o m  R i c h a r d  M a s s i e  ( 1 8 0 0 - 1 8 8 7 ) ,  t h e  f i r s t
o f  twenty- two ch i ld ren bor r r  to  the wi fe  o f  the rec tor  ( rn in is ter )  o f  St .
B r i d e r s  C h u r c h  i n  L o n d o n .

T h i s  i s  a  t o u g h  h y m n - - t h e o l o g i c a l l y !  l n  a  n u t s h e l l ,  i t  i s  t h e  s t o r y
o f  Jesus rs t rugg i l e  w i t l - t  t he  enemy  powers  o f  da rkness  and  h i s  de fea t  o f
the greatest  enemy of  a l l  ,  DEATH .  Because death  is  conquered in
Chr i s t r s  Resu r rec t i on ,  t he  Eas te r  Euchar i s t ,  Lo rd rs  Supper ,  o r  f u lass  i s
a r r  occas ion  o f  j oy ,  ds  a re  any  o f  ou r  o rd ina ry  o r  f es t i va l  wo rsh ip
se rv i ces .

T h i s  i s  a l s o  a  t o u g h  h y m n - - m u s i c a l l y  ! A l t h o u g h  t h e  m e l o d y  m a y
s e r i o u s  j o y f u l n e s s  t h a t  i t  i ss o u n d  a  w e e  b i t  o d d  t o  u s ,  i t  h a s  s u c h  a

wor th  the  ex t ra  e f fo r t  i t  t akes  to  lea rn  i t .  The  hymn tune  i s  based  on
a  p l a i n s o n g  m e l o d y ,  w h i c h  m e a n s  i t  s h o u l d  b e  s u n g  i n  u n i s o n .  N o t i c e
t h a t  L i n e s  I  a n d  2  a r e  t h e  s a m e .  T h e  r e a l  c h a l l e n g e  t o  o u r  e a r s  a n d
v o i c e s  c o m e s  i n  L i n e s  3  a n d  4  w h e r e  t h e r e  a r e  s o m e  t r i c k y  d e s c e n d i n g
r r i n t e r v a l s r r  o r  s k i p s :

Loud songs of Al
His st ing is lost
The night of sin
Faith l ives up - on
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T h e  m o s t  f u n  c o m e s  i n  t h e  f i n a l  r r A l l e l u i a . r r  ( H o o r a y ,  w e  m a d e  i t ! )  l t
i n c l u d e s  t h e  o n l y  B t h  n o t e s  i n  t h e  w h o l e  t u n e .

You  may  have  no t i ced  tha t  the  hymn p r in ted  here  has  no th ing  to  do
w i t h  J o h a n n  S e b a s t i a n  B a c h .  D o n r t  w o r r y ,  h e  m a d e  g o o d  u s e  o f  t h i s
c h o r a l e  t o o .  H e  b a s e d  a l l  s e v e n  p a r t s  o f  h i s  C a n t a t a  N o .  4  f o r  E a s t e r
o n  t h i s  t u n e ,  a n d  a l s o  u s e d  i t  i n  C a n t a t a  l r l o .  1 5 8  a n d  t w o  o r g a n  p i e c e s .
H e r e  i s  a  l i n e  f r o m  h i s  h a r m o n i z a t i o n :

Choristers Gulld glves permission to duplicote this poge only, in whotever quantity is necessory to meet the needs of your cholrs.
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Where-fore let us joy - ful be,
Stripped of power, no more he reigns,

By his grace he doth im - part
Christ a - lone our souls will feed;
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